
Species Scale initials Scale name Reference Outcome measure Type of pain assessed Validated/not validated
SDS Simple Descriptive Scale One-dimensional. From no pain to worst imaginable pain Acute
NRS Numerical Rating Scale One-dimensional. From 0 to 10 (discontinuous) Acute
VAS Visual Analogue Scale One-dimensional. From 0 to 10 (continuous, 10 cm line) Acute

Horses Activity budgets scoring Price et al. 2003 Physiological and behavioral Acute (orthopedic)
Activity budgets scoring Pritchett et al. 2003 Physiological and behavioral Acute (colic)

OLPI Obel Laminitis Scale Rietmann et al. 2004 Behavioral & disability component, hoof tester score
ECPS Multifactorial numerical rating equine composite pain scale Bussieres 2008 Physiological, behaviour Acute orthopedic, Post-OP GIT Validated 
CMPS Composite measure pain scale Lindegaard et al. 2010 Behaviour Acute (LPS-induced transient synovitis)
PASPAS Post abdominal surgery pain assessment scale Graubner et al. 2011 Physiological and behavioral Acute (post abdominal surgery) Initially validated
EAAPS Equine Acute Abdominal Pain Scale Sutton et al. 2013 Behavior Acute (colic) Validated
HGS Horse Grimace Scale Dalla Costa et al. 2014 (& 2016) Facial expressions Post castration, laminitis Not validated
EPF Equine Pain Face Gleerup et al. 2015 Facial expressions Clinical pain, experimental Validated
EPS Equine Pain Scale Gleerup et al. 2015 All previously described behaviours & face expression Acute, but aims to all types Not validated
EQUUS-COMPASS  EQUUS-Composite Pain Assessment van Loon et al. 2015 Physiological and behavioral Acute colic Validated
EQUUS-FAP EQUUS Facial Assessment of Pain van Loon et al. 2015 Includes facial action coding units Acute colic, head related
UNESP-Botucatu UNESP-Botucatu Taffarel et al. 2015 Behavior Acute, post castration Not validated
EquiFACS Facial action coding system Wathan et al. 2015 Facial action descriptions
FEReq Facial expressions of ridden horses Mullard et al. 2017, Dyson et al. 2018  Head position and facial features Orthopedic
EQUUS-FAP Foals EQUUS Facial Assessment of Pain in Foals van Loon et al. 2020 Facial expressions Acute Not validated

Donkeys EQUUS-DONKEY-COMPASS EQUUS-Donkeys-Composite Pain Assessment van Dierendonck et al. 2020 Behavioral Acute (colic and orthopedic)
EQUUS-DONKEY-FAP EQUUS-Donkeys-Facial Assessment of Pain van Dierendonck et al. 2020 Facial expressions Acute (colic and head-related)
DOPS Donkey Pain Scale de Oliveira et al. 2021 Behavioral Acute (post castration) Validated

Dogs DIVAS Dynamic and interactive Visual Analogue Scale Lascelles et al. 1998 One-dimensional Acute
Melbourne University of Melbourne Pain Scale Firth and Haldane 1999 Behavior and physiologic Acute Not validated
GCPS Glasgow Composite Pain Scale Holton et al. 2001 Psychometric Acute Validated
4AVET-Pain Scale 4AVET-Pain Scale Verwaerde et al. 2001 (not published) Behavior, locomotion, wound palpation Acute Not validated
CODI Cincinnati Orthopedic Disability Index Gingerich et al. 2003 Chronic orthopedic
CMPS Composite measure pain scale Morton et al. 2005 Acute Validated
HRQL instruments Health related quality of life instruments (Vetmetrica) Wiseman-Orr et al. 2006 Behavioral Chronic Validated
SF-GCPS Short Form - Glasgow Composite Pain Scale Reid et al. 2007 Behavioral, locomotion Acute Validated
CBPI Canine Brief Pain Inventory Brown et al. 2009 Chronic Validated
HCPI Helsinki Chronic Pain Index  Hielm-Björkman et al. 2009 Behavior, vocalization, locomotion Chronic Validated (in Finnish)
LOAD Liverpool Osteoarthritis in Dogs Walton et al. 2013 Chronic Validated
CSU-CAP Colorado State University Canine Acute Pain (educational tool) CSU Psychological, behavioral Acute
Short Form - HRQL instr. Short Form - Health related quality of life instruments (Vetmetrica) Reid et al. 2017 Behavior Chronic Not validated
COAST Canine Osteoarthritis Staging Tool Cachon et al. 2018 Physical exam and behavioral Chronic Validated
JSSAP JSSAP Canine Chronic Pain Index www.dourinken.com/itami.htm Chronic Not validated
COPS-C/F Composite oral and maxillofacial pain scale - canine/feline Della Rocca et al. 2019 Behavior and clinical signs Acute & chronic oral and maxillofacial pain Initially validated
CAMPPAIN Canine Post Amputation Pain scale Boesch et al. 2021 Behavioral Chronic post amputation pain Not validated

Cats CSU-FAPS Colorado State University Feline Acute Pain Scale Hellyer 2006 Behavioral, physiological Acute Initial validation
CSOM Client Specific Outcome Measures Lascelles et al. 2008 Mobility Osteoarthritis Validated
UNESP-Botucatu-MCPS UNESP-Botucatu-MCPS Brondani et al. 2011 Physiological, behavior Acute Validated
FMPI Feline Musculoskeletal Pain Index Benito et al. 2013 Activity, QoL Chronic Not validated
CMPS-Feline Glasgow Composite measure pain scale Calvo et al. 2014 Psychometric & facial expression Acute Validated
MI-CAT(V) Montreal instrument for cat arthritis testing (for veterinarians) Klinck et al. 2017 Behavior & mobility Arthritis Not validated
MI-CAT(C) Montreal instrument for cat arthritis testing (for caretakers) Klinck et al. 2018 Behavior & mobility Arthritis Initially validated
FGS Feline Grimace Scale Evangelista et al. 2019 Facial expression Acute Validated
HRQL instruments Health related quality of life instruments (Vetmetrica) Noble et al. 2019 Chronic Initially validated
COPS-C/F Composite oral and maxillofacial pain scale - canine/feline Della Rocca et al. 2019 Behavior and clinical signs Acute & chronic oral and maxillofacial pain Initially validated
SMALGO tool Small animal algometer Machin et al. 2020 Quantitative sensory testing Chronic gingivostomatitis Not validated
SF-FMPI Short Form of the Feline Musculoskeletal Pain Index Enomoto et al. 2021 Activity, QoL Chronic

Cattle UNESP-Botucatu UNESP-Botucatu de Oliveira et al. 2014 ONE-dimensional: only behavior Acute Validated
CPS Cow Pain Scale Gleerup et al. 2015 Behavioral actions and facial features Validated
UNESP-Botucatu UNESP-Botucatu-Pain assessment on facial expression Yamada et al. 2021 Facial action units Acute (male castration) Not validated

Sheep Sheep facial expression scale McLennan et al. 2016 Facial expression Footrot and mastitis
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LGS Lamb grimace scale Guesgen et al. 2016 Facial expression Acute Not Validated
SGS Sheep grimace scale Häger et al. 2017 Facial expression Post-operative distress and pain Validated
UNESP-Botucatu UNESP-Botucatu Silva et al. 2020 Behavior Acute Validated

Goats NRS Numerical Rating Scale Staffieri et al. 2009 Behavior Acute (orthopedic) Not validated
Pain mitigation Strategies in goat kids Ajuda et al. 2020 Behavioral time budget Disbudding Not validated

Camelids
Pigs HRQL  Health related quality of life for farmed pigs Wiseman-Orr et al. 2011 Behavioral Quality of life and welfare Validated

PGS Piglet grimace scale Viscardi et al. 2017 Facial expression Castration, tail docking, cryptorchidectomy
UPAPS UNESP-Botucatu pig composite acute pain scale Luna et al. 2020 ONE-dimensional: only behavior Acute Validated

Guinea pig Behavioral ethogram Dunbar et al. 2016 Behavior Postoperative pain Not Validated
Ferret Ferret Grimace Scale Reijgwart et al. 2016 Facial expression After biologger implantation
Rabbits RGS Rabbit grimace scale Keating et al. 2012 Physiological, behavioral and facial expression Not validated

CANCRS Composite PS for assessment & quantification of pain in rabbits Banchi et al. 2020 Facial and physiological Not validated
Rodents RGS Rat Grimace Scale Sotocina et al. 2011 Facial expression Validated

MGS Mouse Grimace Scale Langford et al. 2010 Facial expression Validated
Birds/rept (VAS mostly used)
Primates Mac-FACS (not really pain scale, but Facial Action Coding System) Waller et al. 2008 Muscle-based facial movement coding system

Chimp-FACS (not really pain scale, but Facial Action Coding System) Vick et al. 2007 Facial morphology, movement and coding system
Seals Initial evaluation of pain related facial expressions Mc Rae et al. 2018 Facial action units & other behaviors Acute (tagging and microchipping) Not validated
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